
 

APPENDIX E 
COMMENTS AND RESPONSES ON DRAFT EA 

 
 



 
Shallow Water Habitat Pilot Project EA  September 2005 
Salton Sea, California 
 1 

APPENDIX E 
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS RECEIVED 

The public and agency review period for the draft EA/FONSI commenced on August 
22, 2005 and ended on September 20, 2005.  The only comments received regarding the 
project were received from the Salton Sea Authority (Authority).  The Authorities 
comments in entirety follow this response.  The three “specific concerns and issues” 
raised by the Authority regarding the project are: 

1. Why is the project being undertaken? 

2. Confusion regarding the mention of a “desalination plant” and the “completely 
erroneous statement…that the established restoration 
components…include…new water generation” under the Cumulative Projects 
section of the draft EA/FONSI. 

3. Failure on Reclamation’s part to submit the “work plan for this project” “to the 
Authority for its review and comments before Reclamation commenced work 
and publicly released the referenced Environmental Assessment Report” so 
that the Authority could have “pointed out the…factual mistakes in the basic 
premise and design of this project… thus saving U.S. taxpayers the cost of 
paying consultants to prepare the Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
and to perform the initial design work for the project.” 

Reclamation has worked with the Authority since 1993 when the Authority was 
established as the local agency to work on restoring the Salton Sea.  Reclamation is 
sincerely puzzled to have received such comments from the Authority given the fact 
that we have worked and coordinated with the Authority in the effort to identify 
restoration options for the Salton Sea.  Reclamation appreciates the time taken by the 
Authority to review the draft EA/FONSI and to provide Reclamation with comments.  
The comments have been reviewed and Reclamation finds that they do not add 
substantive information for the operation or outcome of the project.  As such, 



1. Project Description 
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Reclamation will keep the comments in consideration but will continue with the project 
as planned since it has been identified as a key feature of possible future restoration 
plans for the Salton Sea.  It is our belief that information obtained from this study effort 
will assist any agency working on the Sea’s restoration by identifying the potential 
success or issues of concern involving such saline shallow water habitat.  Should this 
study provide positive results, then these saline shallow water wetlands could be created 
on newly exposed Salton Sea sediments, therefore not only offering valuable avian 
habitat but valuable dust mitigation of the newly exposed sediments.   
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